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In a career field that combines conceptual knowledge and analytical thought with ever-changing technology and fast-paced decision making, preparing for success means acquiring the right combination of education, experience and skills. At Plymouth State University, our programs in Computer Science and Technology prepare you for a wide variety of careers—game programmer, software engineer, network analyst, systems administrator, computer security specialist, Web designer or database administrator: these are just a few of your many options. 
The small, close-knit community at Plymouth State gives you the chance to work closely with experienced faculty members, receive one-to-one instruction and support, and get the kind of hands-on experience that puts you on the cutting edge. Our labs are individually customized for specific courses and faculty members regularly review our curriculum to ensure students are keeping pace with current industry trends and state-of-the-art technology.

Our two majors and three minors give you many opportunities to put what you’re learning into practice. Students develop games, work with local businesses to develop Web sites, get hands-on experience securing computers servers from hackers and more, ensuring they are ready to enter the work force with compelling real-life experience.

[box growth projections section]
Where Will the Jobs Be in New Hampshire?

Recent projections show computer-related fields represent four of the top 10 careers that will show the most growth in the state by 2010. Your degree in Computer Science or Information Technology will help you open the door to your future. 

B.S. in Computer Science

The computer science major focuses on the design and development of software systems with an emphasis on the creation of new technology. Build a framework of conceptual knowledge and practical skills, delve into different computer science applications, and build the analytical skills necessary for success in the many computing specialties our graduates typically choose. You’ll become an expert problem-solver, ready to tackle a wide variety of computing careers.
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Accreditation

Plymouth State University’s B.S. degree program in computer science has been accredited by the Computing Accreditation Commission of ABET, Inc. ABET is the recognized accreditor of college and university programs in applied science, computing, engineering and technology. ABET accreditation demonstrates a program’s commitment to providing its students with a quality education. For more information on ABET accreditation, visit www.abet.com.

B.S. in Information Technology

This IT major focuses on the functioning and workings of hardware and software systems in an organizational setting. Learn about the application and use of computing technology in a wide variety of information technology environments. A solid core of fundamental computing courses is followed by applications in several areas of information technology such as networks, multimedia and systems. You’ll have the hands-on experience and technical knowledge employers are looking for.
Minors

PSU also offers minors in Computing, Information Technology and Web Technology.
Senior Projects

The Senior Project is the capstone experience for all Computer Science and Information Technology students. Working closely with a faculty member of your choice, in your senior year, you will get to select a problem, analyze it and develops a solution, then present your project to the faculty, your fellow students, and invited guests.
Visit us online at www.plymouth.edu/compsci
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Our alumni say …
The Plymouth State computer science program and faculty—in addition to giving me a firm foundation in logic, programming, software engineering, troubleshooting and presentation—challenged me to think beyond the bounds of the typical classroom setting. This encouragement and direction for self-motivated research and design was key in preparing me for my career in application development.
—Matthew Batchelder ’03
The faculty were great to work with. They were very accessible and they took a real mentoring role with me during my education. I was encouraged to go as far in each class as possible. The coursework, the campus environment and the faculty all added up to a degree that has been a solid foundation for me during my career.

—Cathy Bates ’93
One of the strongest aspects of the computer science department is its size. The professors have the time to give personal attention. I found the curriculum very complete. The fact that Java was integrated in the computer science program when it was still a new language is the number one reason I was able to land a great job before I even graduated.

—David Sleeper ’06

[back]
About Plymouth State University

Students come to Plymouth State University for our caring academic community, friendly campus, Main Street New England setting and easy access to New Hampshire’s great outdoors. In the midst of the Lakes Region and the foothills of the White Mountains, the campus is minutes from Interstate 93 in the picturesque town of Plymouth, N.H. Boston is just two hours to the south and Canada three hours to the north. Recreational activities abound all year.

Now a comprehensive regional university, PSU preserves the brick-and-ivy look of its New England small college heritage while integrating state-of-the-art technology and facilities into an attractive, contemporary campus design and dynamic educational environment. PSU is a cultural center for the area, as well, with numerous concerts, lectures, art exhibitions, films, dance and theatre performances on campus.
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