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North Country Teacher Certification Program

The North Country Teacher Certification Program is a collaboration between Plymouth State University, New Hampshire Community and Technical College and Granite State College (formerly the College for Lifelong Learning) in Berlin, N.H., to provide bachelor’s degrees and teaching certification from Plymouth State University to place-bound students in New Hampshire’s North Country.

A Need Identified

As more teachers retire, there will be an increasing need for certified teachers in the North Country region of New Hampshire. And many North Country residents would like to become certified as teachers, but due to family and work obligations are unable to travel to a college or university that can provide that certification. While place-bound students in the North Country can earn associate’s degrees from NHCTC or bachelor’s degrees from Granite State College, neither college can certify teachers. 

Plymouth State University offers teacher certification through its NCATE-accredited* education programs. As a regional university, PSU is committed to reaching out to place-bound students, particularly in the central and northern part of New Hampshire.

Meanwhile, Stephen J. Reno, chancellor of the University System of New Hampshire, has recommended that USNH institutions partner with the New Hampshire Community Technical College system to find ways to meet the needs of New Hampshire’s students in an efficient and cost-effective way. This partnership brought together two USNH institutions (PSU and Granite State College) with the Berlin NHCTC campus to do just that.

* NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education) has been the premiere national accrediting body for teacher education for over 50 years. Plymouth has 

had NCATE accreditation for that entire time.

Who Are Our Students?

A cohort of 15 students was selected to participate in this pilot program. Most began as students at North Country branches of NHCTC or Granite State College. Now they are juniors at Plymouth State University pursuing Bachelor of Science degrees in Childhood Studies, with all the same rights and responsibilities of any other PSU student. 

These students range from traditional-age college students to non-traditional students of all ages. They come from North Country towns like Conway, Bartlett, Berlin, Groveton, Lancaster and Whitefield. Many already work in schools as paraprofessionals—typically lower paying jobs without benefits. Becoming certified as teachers will help them advance in their careers and provide financial stability, while expanding the number of teachers in this part of the state. 

The Project in Action

The pilot program is slated to run from Fall 2005 through Fall 2007, with four semesters of course work and one semester of student teaching. These 15 students take their Plymouth State courses together at NHCTC or Granite State College facilities in Berlin, taught by faculty from any of the three partner institutions. In addition, they can enroll in Tech or Granite State courses for their elective credits, thus broadening their options.

The full list of courses is being developed as the project moves forward. Courses for Fall 2005 have included, for example:

· American Government, taught by Glenn Gagne, professor of social science at New Hampshire Technical Institute (Concord) and the Community Technical College (Berlin).

· Introduction to Music, taught by Holly Oliver, adjunct instructor of music education at Plymouth State University.

· Health, Safety and Nutrition, taught by Patricia Finnegan-Allen, associate professor of early childhood education and chair of the department of education and human services at NHCTC Berlin.

· Physical Science for Non-Scientists, taught by Greg Meserve, professor of applied engineering technology at NHCTC Berlin.

The pilot program is slated to run one full sequence of courses and student teaching, but the program is being carefully evaluated and documented so that it can be replicated whenever and wherever possible.

People Make the Program Possible

PSU faculty member Irene Mosedale is the project director. In addition to designing the program and scheduling classes, she is responsible for hiring faculty to teach in the program, advising students, establishing and maintaining communication between the three institutions, and also teaches core courses in the program. She monitors and assesses both students and program. Ms. Mosedale has been a member of PSU’s education department or 10 years, teaching both undergraduate and graduate courses and serving on many department committees relating to curriculum, instruction, certification and assessment.

Many people have participated in making this pilot program to help North Country students become certified teachers, including:

From Plymouth State University

Donald P. Wharton, President

Virginia Barry, Provost

Mary Campbell, Director of Curriculum Support

Ann Thurston, Business Manager for Academic Affairs
From New Hampshire Community Technical College–Berlin
Kathy Eneguess, President

Frank Clulow, Chief Campus Officer

Deb Stewart, Teacher Preparation, NHCTC Berlin
From Granite State College
Carol Lacroix, President

Barney Keenan, Dean of External Programs and University Centers

… as well as many more too numerous to be listed here.

[Quotes ​– to be sprinkled throughout the layout – in order of importance]

“PSU is very pleased and proud to be partnering with the Berlin Community Technical College on this progressive and innovative program to assist North Country residents to obtain teacher certification.”

—Donald P. Wharton, President, Plymouth State University

“Access to post-secondary education in the North Country was the driving force in the development of our pilot program with Plymouth State University, NHCTC-Berlin and Granite State College. By offering a B.S. in childhood studies/teacher certification (K-8), we are responding to the community workforce needs, providing specialized training and contributing to the economic stability of the North Country. I applaud Plymouth State University, our ‘champion’ institution, for understanding the needs of a rural community college and collaborating with NHCTC and Granite State College to address them. Together, we will be able to produce teacher candidates from the area who are familiar with the community and its schools, because they live here.”

—Deb Stewart, Professor of Education, NHCTC
 “This is a wonderful example of how three public institutions with different missions can come together to jointly develop and implement an academic program that is needed in the northern part of our state. It is a true partnership that not only meets a workforce need, but in the process makes good use of our collective resources.”

—Carol Lacroix, President, Granite State College

“I’m pleased to be part of a Plymouth State initiative that will provide prospective North Country educators the opportunity to reach their goals. This is what it means to be a regional university and service New Hampshire citizens.”

—Ann Thurston, Business Manager for Academic Affairs, Plymouth State University

“The innovative North Country Education Teacher Certification program is a wonderful example of how using all the resources within the University System can improve access to higher education. This effort reflects a new model for system wide academic planning and delivery, it reflects a commitment to outreach and to serving students who do not have the opportunity to attend a residential campus.”  

—Barney Keenan, Dean of External Programs and University Centers, Granite State College

