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The Freshman Abroad Program at Plymouth State University

Begin your Plymouth State education from a global perspective at the University of Limerick in Ireland

Contents:
The Office of International Programs at Plymouth State University (PSU) is pleased to offer a select group of first-year students a unique opportunity to study abroad during their first semester. You can begin earning credits towards your PSU degree while living in Ireland and attending the University of Limerick (UL). You will:
· Take two to three courses taught by a Plymouth State professor in a class with other Plymouth State students participating in the program. Your Plymouth State professor will also serve as your academic advisor.

· Enroll in two to three courses offered by UL in classes with other Limerick students (these courses will be applied to your Plymouth State transcript).

· Live in university housing with both PSU and UL.

· Have an opportunity to join UL clubs and societies, and take advantage of their extensive array of services. 

· Participate in field trips and cultural events offered throughout the semester.

A Considered Choice

This program has been designed for mature students with careful decision-making and problem-solving skills, personal leadership qualities, an adventurous spirit and a curiosity about other cultures.
Courses at UL will place much more responsibility on you to be an independent learner. Courses are taught lecture style with few, if any, graded assignments during the course of the semester. Students are often evaluated by a single exam at the end of the semester. 
Because this style of teaching represents a dramatic change from the high school classroom, you should give careful consideration to your willingness or ability to adapt to this style of teaching, as it not suitable for everyone.
Enrollment is limited and acceptances will be made on a rolling basis, so be sure to apply early.

Contact: Debra Regan, program director

603-535-2336 or dregan@plymouth.edu
Estimated Program Costs*

New Hampshire Residents $8,600
Non-New Hampshire Residents
$10,300

Cost includes tuition and fees for four (4) courses (estimate an additional $1,642 for a fifth course), housing with kitchen facilities, round-trip airfare, academic transcript, educational field trips and cultural events, pre-departure and on-site orientations. Not included: meals, books and supplies, mandatory health insurance, optional arena membership ($100), personal expenses and refundable housing/damage deposit of $165. Financial aid awards will apply to this program.

*Based on 2004 costs. Program costs are subject to change based on changes in PSU/UL tuition rates, minimum enrollment levels and fluctuations in currency exchange values. PSU reserves the right to impose additional charges so that the U.S. dollars quoted accurately reflect the value of the Euro.

Faculty

Each year, a distinguished member of the PSU faculty is selected to accompany students to UL as part of the Freshman Abroad Program. This professor will be your instructor for the PSU classes including the required First Year Seminar. These two courses are for PSU students only. You will select your remaining courses from the UL curriculum and for these you will be in the classroom with UL faculty and students. Your PSU professor will also serve as your academic advisor for the fall semester. 

Housing and Student Life

You will live on campus with other PSU and UL students in an attractive student residential village. Two-story terraced houses contain individual apartments each with six to eight private bedrooms, a large shared kitchen/living room, two bathrooms, telephone and cable TV.
On campus you will find a medical center, two banks, a bookstore, 13 restaurants and a grocery store. The University Arena houses Ireland’s first Olympic sized pool, a cardio-fitness center, indoor and outdoor tracks, basketball and tennis courts and more. 

The University of Limerick

The University of Limerick is located on the banks on the Shannon River at the heart of the 600-acre National Technology Park at Plassey, three miles north of the ancient city of Limerick. Founded in 1972, the University of Limerick has quickly gained a reputation among Irish universities for its innovatively designed courses as well as for its excellent academic standards. The University is home to collections of fine Irish art, the Irish Chamber Orchestra and the Irish World Music Center.

Over 9,300 full-time and 700 part-time students are enrolled at the University of Limerick. The International Education Office staff will be your guides from the time you enter until you depart. At the completion of your semester, you will receive an official transcript from the University of Limerick that will be applied directly to your transcript at Plymouth State University.
