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Multicolored Willow Pattern
The Willow Pattern has been popular since the late 18th century, appearing on dishes and other ceramic housewares in the traditional cobalt blue as well as pink, brown, and other colors. Since Thomas Minton first designed the pattern in 1790 (some say based on an ancient Chinese image), each manufacturer has produced their own unique version of the Willow theme. But each version tells the same story:

Once upon a time there lived Koong-se, the beautiful daughter of a wealthy Mandarin. She fell in love with her father’s clerk, who loved her in return. But her father said that she would never marry a man so far beneath her station. He locked her inside and built a high fence around the house to keep the lovers apart. Meanwhile, he arranged for her to marry a powerful aristocrat, who arrived by boat with a box of jewels as a wedding gift. On the eve of the wedding, Koong-se managed to get word to her beloved. The two lovers fled across a bridge, chased by her angry father. They escaped by means of the boat to an island where they lived happily for a while. But eventually the jilted bridegroom discovered their hiding place and sent his soldiers to take his revenge. Koong-se and her clerk perished, but their souls escaped in the form of two beautiful doves.
Today we are able to offer the Heritage Willow collection, a striking multi-colored Willow Pattern. In the Heritage Willow design, the traditional bridge with three figures, the carefully fenced house, the boat, the trees (including the Willow itself), the island, and the two escaping birds are rendered in tones of green, brown, rose, and yellow. This distinctive new rendering of a much-loved classic pattern will be an addition to any collection.


