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PSU Professor Helping Save Wentworth Playground
Plymouth, N.H. – As a parent of a student at Wentworth Elementary School, Scott Coykendall was concerned about the condition of the old playground. As an assistant professor of English at Plymouth State University, Coykendall was in a position to offer some specialized assistance, using both his writing skills and his networking abilities to obtain grants to improve the playground. On May 17, Sandra Gardner, assistant vice president and area branch manager from Northway Bank in Plymouth, presented a $1,000 check to Coykendall and Jeff Keene, principal of Wentworth Elementary, toward the cost of brand new playground for the school.


Coykendall explains that, as is often the case in small, rural towns in New Hampshire, many Wentworth residents live at the lower end of the socioeconomic ladder and have few resources to devote toward projects like playground facilities. “With resources so limited for so long, the school’s playground fell into disrepair,” he says.


Back in 2003, Wentworth parents had become concerned about the safety of Wentworth Elementary’s dilapidated playground. At their request, the school had a representative from Massamont Insurance Agency evaluate the playground. Massamont’s report cited numerous hazards related to age, deterioration, outmoded design and construction. That fall, the playground was condemned. As this was the only playground in the town, Wentworth children were left with only an empty field to play in. 

“Concerned community members immediately stepped forward and started a program to fund construction of a new, safer and more durable playground for our children,” reports Coykendall, “Through their community fundraising efforts, and generous grants from organizations like the Cogswell Benevolent Trust and Wal-Mart, they were able to raise close to half the money needed to rebuild the playground.” 

Coykendall emphasizes that this project was the work of many members of the community, particularly parents of Wentworth Elementary School students. He cites especially Angela Comeau, whom he calls the “de facto project coordinator,” and many other parents who not only helped raise funds but worked together to demolish the old playground and construct the new one.


More funds were needed to complete the project. Fortunately, more than a year ago one of Coykendall’s students, senior English major Angelica Mele, approached him about pursuing an independent study project centered on writing for non-profit organizations. As part of that project, Coykendall and Mele developed proposals that brought grants from Meredith Village Savings Bank and Mascoma Savings Bank. Mele graduated in May 2005, but Coykendall continued with the grant-writing effort. 


“This winter, I updated much of the information and double-checked to ensure that the rest was still accurate, added a cover letter and edited it to help potential grantors see more clearly how they could help close the books on this project,” says Coykendall. “I also leveraged one of my contacts at Charter Trust Company (where I taught a professional writing seminar last summer) to get actual contact names at area banks.” Several other grant proposals are still pending, but the first phase of the new playground project is in place, ensuring a place to play for the children of Wentworth. 


For more information, contact Scott Coykendall at (603) 535-2616 or srcoykendall@plymouth.edu
-end-

Plymouth State University (PSU) is a comprehensive regional university offering a rich, student-focused learning environment for both undergraduate and graduate students. PSU offers 42 majors and 62 minors in programs that include education, business, humanities, arts, and natural and social sciences. The College of Graduate Studies offers coursework that promotes research, best practices and reflection in locations on- and off-campus as well as online. For non-traditional students, PSU’s Frost School of Continuing and Professional Studies offers working professionals opportunities to pursue an undergraduate degree by attending classes in the evenings, weekends and online. Located in a beautiful New England setting, Plymouth State University has been recognized as one of the “Best in the Northeast” by The Princeton Review.

