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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 22, 2010

Contact: Barbara Kilfoyle, ###-####
[Name Removed] Named PTA 8th Grade Citizen of the Year

Plymouth, N.H.—In a surprise presentation at the Plymouth Elementary School Eighth Grade Graduation ceremony on the evening of Friday, June 18, [name removed] of Plymouth was chosen as the first recipient of the PTA 8th Grade Citizen of the Year Award. He is the son of [name removed], of Pleasant Street. The award was presented by Sarah Caron, president of the Parent Teacher Association, and Loraine Cathy, PTA secretary.

The PTA 8th Grade Citizen of the Year Award was instituted this year to recognize an eighth-grade student who best exemplifies the spirit of Plymouth Elementary School through leadership, citizenship and volunteerism. The committee, headed by Barbara Kilfoyle, was looking for a student who demonstrated leadership and service to both the school and local communities. Judges Cindy White, Brian Sheahan and Jan Panagoulis evaluated close to 40 submission essays before choosing [name removed]. The essays were completed in Paula Tanner’s eighth grade English class. The final decision was made by Julie Flynn, PES principal. A permanent plaque will be mounted in the school to commemorate the award.


“[name removed]  has shown genuine drive in all areas considered, regardless of setbacks along the way,” said Sheahan. Cindy White noted the exceptional literary quality of [name removed]’s essay and called him a “quiet leader who exhibits strong leadership skills academically, socially, and athletically.”
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Community service is a tradition in [name removed]’s family. His father, [name removed], is currently on the Plymouth Board of Selectman, and his grandmother, [name removed], served in the New Hampshire House of Representatives. [name removed]  has carried on that tradition in school and in the community working with a first grader as a Primary Pal at PES, helping to set up and clean up events at the Senior Center and Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, performing with the PES jazz ensemble, participating in recycling projects, and serving as president of the Technology Student Association Plymouth team, among many other activities. He also honed his leadership skills through sports such as basketball, soccer, and track.

At the beginning of his essay, [name removed]  tells how his family moved to Plymouth from California before he began kindergarten. “I remember first coming to New Hampshire and being petrified by the calmness of the night and speculating if it was possible for there to be so many trees in one place,” he writes in essay. Today [name removed]  calls Plymouth home and his service to his community reflects his appreciation for the town and the school. And with this award, Plymouth shows its appreciation for him.
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